
CASE STUDY

River Rental Tools (RRT) – a strategic 

partner of Ascend Waterworks, was 

called on to pump, pig, and treat the 

returning fluid from 20 pipelines as part 

of a large pipeline remediation campaign. 

These 20 pipelines varied in size, length, 

and volumes making the need for the 

application to be particularly versatile. 

The client also had limited deck space 

and requested a low amount of media 

consumption. 
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OBJECTIVES

▪ To significantly reduce the levels of 

total organic carbon, lead, oil, 

grease and total suspended solids

▪ Comply with permitting regulations 

of the Department of Environmental 

Quality of Louisiana

SOLUTION

▪ RRT chose to implement the 

Ascend Waterworks Physical 

Integration Solution to treat the 

fluid as well as two 500bbl 

tanks to minimize deck space.

▪ The Physical Integration 

Solution includes a modular 

Wastewater Processing Unit 

along with Ascend’s high-

performance NFD Technology 

INDUSTRY: Oil & Gas

APPLICATION: Offshore Pipeline 

Remediation

DATE: June 2017

LOCATION: 20 locations across Gulf of 

Mexico
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ACTION PLAN

RESULTS

▪ The process was set up so RRT could separate 

and store all hydrocarbons for client resale.

▪ After receiving fluid directly from the pipelines, 

RRT would de-gas the fluids through a 115bbl 

tank and gas buster.

▪ Following the de-gassing, the fluid was then 

routed into the WPU where it was efficiently and 

effectively treated with NFD technology

▪ After the fluids were successfully treated and 

separated, it was routed to a 200bbl tank and 

discharged overboard, complying with all NPDES 

regulations.

▪ Treating the water with NFD technology onsite and discharging it overboard 

substantially reduced costs and liability by eliminating burdensome and 

expensive disposal methods such as trucking and disposal fees. 

▪ Dramatically reduced nonproductive time by treating and discharging on site 

which resulted in efficiency and optimization of overall operating time.

▪ Ensured the discharged water complied with all NPDES standards, limiting the 

long-term liability and association with the waste, avoiding fines and negative 

publicity.

▪ Implementing the Ascend Waterworks Wastewater Processing Unit along with 

the high-performance NFD Technology, RRT eliminated the cost and 

inconvenience of exhausted media, saving both money and deck space.

▪ Daily testing reports by RRT operators gave the client real time data on the 

operation: flow rates, oil and grease concentrations, IR tests, sheen tests, total 

fluid overboard, and total hydrocarbons collected.

▪ Over the life of the project RRT filtered and treated over 45,000bbls with no 

wasted media byproducts. 


